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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-25 and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hube (USPN 5,337.161). 

With respect to claim 1 , Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine (printing system 2, col. 4, lines 9-14) having a display 
device (display 52, col. 6, lines 3-14), the method comprising: 

determining a location of at least one marker on the at least one document 
(selecting a certain cut letter tab stock which determines the location of tabs, col. 7, 
lines 17-22); 

displaying the location of the at least one marker on the display device (the user 
displays a page image and customizes a marker location, col. 9, lines 40-46); 
modifying the at least one marker (step 52 (S52), Fig. 12); and 
generating at least one modified document in response to the modified at least 
one marker (once selection is done, then the tab image is placed in memory, col. 10, 
lines 27-31). 

With respect to claim 2, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 1 , wherein the at least one marker 
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comprises at least one regular tab (customized tab stock with parameters for various 
stock can be specified by the user, col. 7, lines 22-26). 

With respect to claim 3, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 1 , wherein the at least one marker 
comprises at least one bleed tab (customized tab stock with parameters for various 
stock can be specified by the user, col. 7, lines 22-26). 

With respect to claim 4, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 2, wherein the at least one marker 
comprises at least one of a type, a font size, a title, at least one color, a height, a width, 
a vertical position, a horizontal position, and a rotation (various parameters of tab 
orientation are shown in Fig. 18, and see related discussion at col. 8, line 47-col. 9, line 
57). 

With respect to claim 5, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 3, wherein the at least one marker 
comprises at least one of a type, a font size, a title, at least one color, a height, a width, 
a vertical position, a horizontal position and a rotation (various parameters of tab 
orientation are shown in Fig. 18, and see related discussion at col. 8, line 47-col. 9, line 
57). 

With respect to claim 6, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 1 , further comprising performing an 
update function to modify the at least one marker (Fig. 13 shows step for repeating the 
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job until the user confirms (or is satisfied with) a tab selection at D70, col. 10, lines 25- 
31 . Examiner notes that tab images can be edited as required.). 

With respect to claim 7, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 6, further comprising storing the 
modified at least one marker as a new marker on at least one new document (at D70 of 
Fig. 13, a user can confirm a tab image and the image is copied to memory, col. 10, 
lines 25-31). 

With respect to claim 8, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 7, further comprising printing the at 
least one new document (when the tab sequence is correct, the print job is ready to be 
printed, col. 10, lines 62-64). 

With respect to claim 9, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 1 , wherein the at least one marker is 
comprised of a combination of at least one regular tab and at least one bleed tab 
(customized tab stock with parameters for various stock can be specified by the user to 
be placed in a print job, col. 7, lines 22-26). 

With respect to claim 10, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 1 , wherein the at least one marker is 
stored as objects (a tab image of a page is confirmed and the image is copied to 
memory, col. 10, lines 25-31). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 9, wherein said objects are page 
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objects (a tab image of a page is confirmed and tlie image is copied to memory, col. 10, 
lines 25-31). 

With respect to claim 12, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 9, wherein said objects comprise 
PDF objects (processor 25 processes the image signals as required to enable system 2 
to store and handle the image data in the form required to carry out the job 
programmed, col. 4, lines 26-34). 

With respect to claim 13, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 1, further comprising displaying the 
modification of the at least one marker on the at least one document on the display 
device (Customized tab stock with parameters for various stock can be specified by the 
user, col. 7, lines 22-26. Further, Fig. 13 shows step for repeating the job until the user 
confirms (or is satisfied with) a tab selection at D70, col. 10, lines 25-31 . Examiner 
notes that tab images can be edited as required.). 

With respect to claim 14, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine according to claim 1, further comprising modifying a 
table of tabs as a response to modifying the at least one marker (Customized tab stock 
with parameters for various stock can be specified by the user, col. 7, lines 22-26. 
Further, Fig. 13 shows step for repeating the job until the user confirms (or is satisfied 
with) a tab selection at D70, col. 10, lines 25-31 . Examiner notes that tab images can 
be edited as required.). 
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With respect to claim 15, IHube discloses a method for modifying documents in a 
printing machine (printing system 2, col. 4, lines 9-14) having a display device (display 
52, col. 6, lines 3-14), the method comprising: 

determining a location of at least one first marker on a first document (selecting a 
certain cut letter tab stock which determines the location of tabs, col. 7, lines 17-22); 

determining a location of at least one second marker on a second document (the 
user displays a page image and customizes a marker location, col. 9, lines 40-46 and 
see Fig. 17); 

displaying the location of the at least one first marker and the at least one second 
markers on the display device (the user displays a page image and customizes a 
marker location, col. 9, lines 40-46 and see Fig. 17); 

modifying the at least one first marker and the at least one second marker to 
create at least one update marker (Fig. 13 shows step for repeating the job until the 
user confirms (or is satisfied with) a tab selection at D70, col. 10, lines 25-31. Examiner 
notes that tab images can be edited as required.); and 

generating at least one modified document in response to the updated at least 
one marker (when the tab sequence is correct, the print job is ready to be printed, col. 
10, lines 62-64). 

With respect to claim 16, Hube discloses a method for modifying documents in a 
printing machine according to claim 15, further comprising replacing the at least one first 
marker with the at least one update marker (Fig. 13 shows step for repeating the job 
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until the user confirms (or is satisfied witli) a tab selection at D70, col. 10, lines 25-31. 
Examiner notes that tab images can be edited as required.). 

With respect to claim 17, Hube discloses a method for modifying documents in a 
printing machine according to claim 15, further comprising replacing the at least one 
second marker with the at least one update marker (Fig. 13 shows step for repeating 
the job until the user confirms (or is satisfied with) a tab selection at D70, col. 10, lines 
25-31 . Examiner notes that tab images can be edited as required.). 

With respect to claim 18, Hube discloses a method for modifying documents in a 
printing machine according to claim 15, further comprising storing the at least one 
update marker as a new marker on a newly created document (one selection is done, 
then the tab image is placed in memory, col. 10, lines 27-31). 

With respect to claim 19, Hube discloses a method for modifying documents in a 
printing machine according to claim 15, further comprising storing the at least one 
updated marker as a new marker in th e second document (one selection is done, then 
the tab image is placed in memory, col. 10, lines 27-31). 

With respect to claim 20, Hube discloses a method for modifying documents in a 
printing machine according to claim 15, further comprising storing the at least one 
update marker as a new marker in the first document (one selection is done, then the 
tab image is placed in memory, col. 10, lines 27-31). 

With respect to claim 21 , Hube discloses a method for modifying a plurality of 
documents in a printing machine (printing system 2, col. 4, lines 9-14) having a display 
device (display 52, col. 6, lines 3-14), the method comprising: 
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determining a location of each mariner in the plurality of documents (selecting a 
certain cut letter tab stock which determines the location of tabs, col. 7, lines 17-22); 

displaying the location of each marker on the display device (the user displays a 
page image and customizes a marker location, col. 9, lines 40-46); 

modifying each marker (step 52 (S52), Fig. 12); and 

generating a plurality of modified documents in response to each modified 
marker (when the tab sequence is correct, the print job with documents related to each 
tab are ready to be printed, col. 10, lines 62-64, and see Fig. 17). 

With respect to claim 22, Hube discloses a job preparation station for a printing 
machine (printing system 2, col. 4, lines 9-14), comprising: 

a job preparation station (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14) comprises a 
display device (display 52, col. 6, lines 3-14) having a viewer component and a desktop 
component; 

the viewer component (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14) configured to display 
at least one document (the user displays a page image and customizes a marker 
location, col. 9, lines 40-46); 

the desktop component (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14) configured to 
determine a location (selecting a certain cut letter tab stock which determines the 
location of tabs, col. 7, lines 17-22) of at least one marker on the at least one document; 

the viewer component (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14) configured to display 
the location of the at least one marker; the desktop component configured to modify the 
at least one marker (step 52 (S52), Fig. 12); and 
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the desktop component (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14) configured to 
generate at least one modified document in response to the modified at least one 
marker (when the tab sequence is correct, the print job is ready to be printed, col. 10, 
lines 62-64). 

With respect to claim 24, Hube discloses a job preparation station according to 
claim 22, wherein the job preparation station comprises at least one input device that 
enables the desktop component to modify the at least one marker (user defines the tab 
image by selecting an upper-left corner of the tab image using, for example, a mouse 
button (S52), col. 9, lines 42-45). 

With respect to claim 24, Hube discloses a job preparation station according to 
claim 22, wherein the display device comprises a graphic user interface (user interface 
52, col. 4, lines 3-14). 

With respect to claim 25, Hube discloses a job preparation station according to 
claim 22, further comprising responsive to the modification of the at least one marker a 
table of tabs is automatically updated (Fig, 13 shows step for repeating the job until the 
user confirms (or is satisfied with) a tab selection at D70, col. 10, lines 25-31 . Examiner 
notes that tab Images can be edited as required.). 

With respect to claim 27, Hube discloses a printing machine (printing system 2, 
col. 4, lines 9-14), comprising: 

a job preparation station (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14); 
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the job preparation station (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14) operable to 
determine a location of at least one marker on at least one document (selecting a 
certain cut letter tab stock which detennines the location of tabs, col. 7, lines 17-22); 

the job preparation station (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14) operable to 
display the location of at least one marker (the user displays a page image and 
customizes a marker location, col. 9, lines 40-46); 

the job preparation station (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14) operable to 
modify the at least one marker (step 52 (S52), Fig. 12); and 

the job preparation station (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14) operable to 
generate at least one modified document in response to the modified at least one 
marker (when the tab sequence is correct, the print job is ready to be printed, col. 10, 
lines 62-64). 

With respect to claim 28, Hube discloses a printing machine according to claim 
27, further comprising an output device (image output controller 60, col. 6, lines 29-30) 
connected to the job preparation station (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14) the output 
device operable to transmit the at least one modified document (from (Image output 
controller 60 to printer section 8, col.4, line 11). 

With respect to claim 29, Hube discloses a method for modifying at least one 
document in a printing machine (printing system 2, col. 4, lines 9-14) having a display 
device (display 52, col. 6, lines 3-14), the method comprising: 

determining a location of at least one marker on the at least one document 
(selecting a certain cut letter tab stock which detennines the location of tabs, col. 7, 
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lines 17-22) In response to a table of tabs (from a menu, col. 7, lines 14-21) that directs 

the printing machine to the location of the at least one marker; 

displaying the location of the at least one marker on the display device (the user 

displays a page image and customizes a marker location, col. 9, lines 40-46); 
modifying the at least one marker (step 52 (S52), Fig. 12); and 
generating at least one modified document in response to the modified at least 

one marker (when the tab sequence Is correct, the print job Is ready to be printed, col. 

10, lines 62-64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth In this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hube 

(USPN 5,337,161) in view of Neuhard et al (USPN 6,052,198). 

With respect to claim 26, Hube discloses a printing system (printing system 2, 
col. 4, lines 9-14) for printing a plurality of printing jobs, said printing system comprising: 

a plurality of job preparation stations (user interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14. 
Examiner notes that a plurality of stations as disclosed by Hube are capable of having 
several operators.) wherein at each of said job preparation stations a respective 
operator receives at least one document to be printed. 
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converts the at least one document into ready for printer file format (processor 25 
processes the image signals as required to enable system 2 to store and handle the 
image data in the form required to carry out the job programmed, col. 4, lines 26-34) 
and 

generates an electronic job ticket (see electronic job ticket displayed in Fig. 7 of 
Ul 52) representing global document features, each job preparation station (user 
interface 52, col. 4, lines 3-14) having a set of defined station attributes (pre-stored tab 
parameter file is opened (S22), col. 7, lines 22-23. Further, see Fig. 7 for default 
settings.); 

the job preparations stations comprise a display device (display 52, col. 6, lines 
3-14) having a viewer component (display 52, col. 6, lines 3-14) and a desktop 
component (touchscreen 62, col. 6, lines 3-14); 

the viewer component (display 52, col. 6, lines 3-14) configured to display at 
least one document (the user displays a page image and customizes a marker location, 
col. 9, lines 40-46); 

the desktop component (touchscreen 62, col. 6, lines 3-14) configured to 
determine a location of at least one marker on the at least one document (selecting a 
certain cut letter tab stock which determines the location of tabs, col. 7, lines 17-22); 

the viewer component configured to display the location of the at least one 
marker (the user displays a page image and customizes a marker location, col. 9, lines 
40-46); 
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the desktop component (touchscreen 62, col. 6, lines 3-14) configured to modify 
the at least one marker (step 52 (S52), Fig. 12); 

the desktop component (touchscreen 62, col. 6, lines 3-14) configured to 
generate at least one modified document in response to the modified at least one 
marker (step 52 (S52), Fig. 12); and 

an output device connected to the job preparation station, wherein the output 
device is operable to output the at least one modified document (when the tab 
sequence is correct, the print job is ready to be printed, col. 10, lines 62-64). 

Hube does not disclose a job allocator that receives the set of defined station 
attributes of the job preparation stations and distributes printing jobs to a selected one 
of the job printing stations based on the defined station attributes of all of the job 
preparation stations. 

Neuhard et al teach of a spooler/scheduler 20 that receives print jobs and 
generates printer files that are transmitted to an appropriate printer 28, 30, 31 , or 32, 
col. 4, lines 35-39. 

Hube and Neuhard et al are analogous art because they are from the similar 
problem solving area of image print processing of tabbed documents. At the time of the 
Invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the 
feature of spooler/scheduler executable code of Neuhard et al to the user interface of 
Hube in order to obtain a device capable of transmitting print jobs to networked printers. 
The motivation for doing so would be to allocate jobs to capable printers. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571 ) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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